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From the ¢/Pastor
Greetings!

There are so many great things going on at
FCC Sherwood. The Youth Program has kicked
off with training for the leaders and fun events
for the youth. Ten youth and many volunteers
enjoyed squirting chocolate all over each other
and learned how their words matter through the
Bible lesson. Thank you to all who are serving
in this ministry.

The choir is getting ready to kick off the
Christmas Cantata practices and has several new
faces. They also sang a beautiful special piece
in the first service this past Sunday. Training
meetings are being held to help resolve the
sound system and video issues and to support
the existing and new volunteers in both services.
Thank you to the team members of these
ministries.

We had 35 people come to the first “Prayer
Experience” and are gearing up for the second
session this Sunday at 5:30 p.m. This is an
informal and relaxed time to learn about and
experience different types of prayer in order to
find the one that best fits you. Thank you for
participating!

We have completed the first two weeks of
our six week series entitled “WOWwhich is
designed to help each person discover, clarify,

adjust and celebrate their own unique reflection
of Christ. It is living the life that will bring God
the most honor, others the most blessings and us
the most joy and fulfillment. Many of you have
taken the inventories on spiritual gifts and
passions.

X Week three will focus on how God can
use your life experiences (both positive
and negative), your personality style,
and your relationships to bring together
your WOW.

X Week four will be on the barriers and
support for living your WOW.

x Week five will focus on where you fit
and the impact you can make on
yourself, others, and the world.

x  Week six will be the starting point for
everything we have learned.

Remember if you want extra help putting
your WOW together to join us Sunday
afternoons at 4:00 p.m. in Chalice Hall. Thank
you to all of you who are praying about your
unique reflection of Christ!

These things, along with so many unnamed
acts of service and generosity are part of our
church’s life weekly. Thank you to all of you
who do some of the most amazing behind the
scenes work! — I look forward to more blessings
for you and thank you!

Celebrating the gift of our church family,
Julie

P.S. If you want to take the Spiritual gifts
inventory please visit
www.kodachrome.org/spiritgift




Mission Manifest

Missions work has a long history at FCC
and has been a central theme in many of the
ministries supported by the members past
and present. This column is intended to keep
you informed about current and ongoing
projects. This Mission Committee would
like to invite everyone to participate in a
project of your choice at some point during
the year. There are two requirements: an
open heart and a willing spirit. God will do
the rest!!

The Food Pantryis a busy place on
Friday mornings. We underwent a surprise
audit recently by a staff member from the
Rice Depot. Overall we did very well.

During the month of June we served 130
families and a total of 518 people of which
Y% were children. There were 42 families that
came to our pantry for the first time. We
have seen an overall increase in utilization
by approximately 29%. There is no doubt
that our economic crisis plays a driving
force behind the current needs of our
community.

Interfaith Hospitality Network has
taken a 4-6 month hiatus to reorganize and
establish permanent funding resources. In a
recent update the network’s Board Chair,
Shari Coote, revealed that the current focus
is on a resource development plan as well as
rebuilding and expanding the Board of
Directors. Please pray for this vital ministry.

Mexico Children’s Mission, Inc. is
continuing operations in a very tense and
hostile environment. Darwin’s latest
account is that the The Drug Cartels are

practicing horrible terrorist acts that not only
intimidate the entire country but the news
media as well; resulting in little or no
reporting about current conditions. Darwin
said that to date he hasn’t heard of any
Christian pastors or ministers that have been
injured or killed. He asked for our

continued prayers for everyone’s safety and
protection and success with ministries.

FCC’s Annual

Mexican Dinner
will be Saturday,
September 18, at
6:30 p.m. in
Chalice Hall.
Dinner tickets are
$12.00 for adults, $6.00 for

children ages 6 — 13, with a maximum
family cost of $35.00, children under the age
of 6 are free. Tickets are available for
purchase thru Jimmie Birdsong. You must
RSVP for this event.

Praise

®| Service
Video
Technicians

~)

If you are interested in being part of the
rotating team that runs the video
components in the 2nd service, please
contact Steve Wallace at 217-9129. There is
an upcoming training session for existing
and new volunteers where the new programs
will be reviewed and scheduling will be
discussed. It's a great opportunity to be part
of the Contemporary Praise Worship
Leadership Team.



@ban

Please accept my heartfelt gratitude for
the outpouring of sympathy during my
mother’s recent illness and subsequent
death. Thank you for the phone calls, texts,
e-mails, visits, preparation and delivery of

meals, cards, and letters, flowers, hugs, hand

holding and prayers; not to mention
attendance of the memorial service and
reception and “just being there.”

There aren’t words to express my
feelings for the support and love shown to
my family and me. I'm so blessed to have
each of you in my life!

Jimmie & family

Dear Church,

Our family wishes to express our
gratitude to First Christian Church for the
support you gave in our time of sorrow with
the passing of Bill. To all those who
prepared the wonderful meal for our family
following the interment service, thank you.
We also appreciate the cards we received
and the other expressions of love to our
family. Thanks Tom Reline and Joy Cagle
for making sure everything was in place for
the speakers and vocalist. Also, thank you
Lisa Vest for your help with the slide
projector.

Our family feels a great loss with the
passing of Bill. We have so many wonderful
family memories. His funny stories and life
experiences made him unique. His teaching
and interpretation of scripture will always be
with us.

Blessings,
Carolyn Hale and Family

CHURCH COMMUNITY

BANNER

"Commit your way to the LORD; trust in
Him, and He will act. Psalm 37:5

| have an idea for a banner, so I am
asking you to please bring a scrap of fabric
(at least 4" x 4") that would express your
individual personality or a piece from a
special item or piece of clothing from years
gone by. For example, if you saw a piece of
fabric that had bees
on it - who might you
think of? Or maybe
you saw one covered
in M&M characters,
who might come to
mind? If you don't
have anything like
this, then you can go
to the fabric store and
buy a piece of
remnant fabric.
Please provide a piece
that represents EACH
member of your
family. We can't have
too much! There will
be a basket in both
buildings to collect
your special fabric in.
We are countlng on EVERYONE to make
this banner special, so if you happen to visit
one of our shut-ins PLEASE ask them if
they have something they would like to
contribute to our banner. This banner will
signify our joint commitment to the Lord
AND our individual ones too.
-Jennifer

Clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience.
Colossians 3:12



Faces of Ministry

The 2010 Regional Assembly will be
held Friday, November 5, through Sunday,
November 7 at First Christian Church in
McComb, Mississippi. If you are interested
in attending the Regional Assembly, please
contact Pastor Julie Wallace, or Doyle
Phillips, Board Chair for more information.

September CWF & CMF

Meetings
Tuesday, September 14

6.30 p.m.

CWF and CMF (Christian Women's
Fellowship and Christian Men’s Fellowship)
would like to invite all men and women of the
church to join us in this monthly potluck supper
and meeting time. Our hosts will provide the
main course and you are asked to bring a salad,
vegetable, fruit or dessert to complement the
meal. Hope to see you here.
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Stewardship Report
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August 1: $2,969.00
August 8: $1,846.30
August 15: $2,497.30 ,
August 22: $1,935.00
YTD Offering: $85,574.32
YTD Expenses: $74,398.72
YTD Budgeted
Offerings: $88,502.00
Chalice Hall 2010
YTD Gifts: $21,797.50
YTD Payments: $18,904.00 ’

Be of
good courage
and he shall

strengthen

your heart.
Psalm 27:14

Weekly Attendance

August 1: 9 a.m. Worship: 66
Sunday School: 30

11 a.m. Service: 50

August 8: 9 a.m. Worship: 75
Sunday School: 41

11 a.m. Service: 48

August 15: 9 a.m. Worship: 65
Sunday School: 30

11 a.m. Service: 52

August 22: 9 a.m. Worship: 75
Sunday School: 30

11 a.m. Service: 65

Did you greet these visitors?
Aug 1. Cary Elbert, Kelly Stewart
Aug 8: Jeff & Annie Beth Cauley and
children, Robin Lynch, Jason & Trina Lee
and girls, Beth Feland, Au Tran, Jamal
Dennard, Samaad Frazier
Aug 15: Samaad Frazier, Kyleigh Chamlee,
Chris & Vani Berry, Hope Maley, Jason &
Trina Lee and girls
Aug 22: Jason & Trina Lee and girls, Doug
Manes, Becky Zimmerman, Chis, Wani &
Patrick Berry, Friederika Janssen



First Christian Church
2803 E Kiehl Avenue
Sherwood, AR 72120

501-835-5505
E-mail: SherwoodFCC@aol.com

We're on the Web!

www.sherwoodfcc.org

Where Love is a way of Life

FEED THE
HUNGRY

The Food Pantry’s “food of the month” for

Please remember the Food Pantry when
are shopping and put these items on you
shopping list then bring it with you to Churd

your gift in the basket located in the Narthe

September is canned fruits and vegetablgs.

during the month of September and place

Thanks so much!
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Altar& Flowers

If you would like to provide flowers in
the Sanctuary for Sunday Morning Worship,
please sign up on the list found in the
Narthex on the Joy Board. Cost for the
flowers will be $30, payable to Jimmie
Birdsong. Jimmie will place the order.
Please be sure to let her know if you have
made other arrangements for flowers or have
a specific request for the flower
arrangement.



WORSHIP
ByY: MICHAEL BERRY

So many of us are like the woman of Samaria. Jesus had to sayYowsvorship what you do not
know.” Then He added one of the greatest sayings ever uttered on“@adhis Spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in spirit and truti(John 4:22, 24). In essence, He insisted that we cannot
worship until we live in the power of the un-grieved, unquenched Spirit and are willing to conform
ourselves to absolute truth. Jesus tells us tiat Father is seekinfpresent tenseduch[as we areto
worship Hini (John 4:23). What a wonderful, truly mind-boggling concept — the Fatlseekingus! He
seeks us in our totality. He wants our spirits in adoration; He wants our souls in contemplation; He wants
our bodies in dedication; he wants our service in consecration. This is Christ in worship.

To know God is to worship God; therefore our view of God will directly affect how we approach Him.
The sphere of our worship, however, must involve more than worshiping in church; it involves the whole
of our lives, twenty-four hours a day. As the apostle Paul urged the believers in ‘Rbeseech you,
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable serfaceeptable worship]And do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of GogRomans 12:1-2).

Defining Worship

Often when people think of worship, their minds immediately turn to music. They think of music
styles and talk of the type of “worship” or music they “like.” To them, worship is seen only in the context
of music. When asked about the worship in their church, they usually respond with something like “we
have contemporary worship” or “our worship is traditional” or “we have blended services.” All of these
responses describe the kind of music they have.

A major part of the problem we face in understanding worship is that the word worship, like many
other words in our vocabulary, has lost much of its original meaning. Unlike other words in our culture
that may evolve, the meaning that God attaches to a word establishes it once and for all, for God does not
change. We do change, and we often redefine the things of God in order to fit them into our way of
thinking at the moment. This has happened with our understanding of worship.

What we think, however, does not change what God has established. God does not adjust to us; we must
adjust to Him. We must return to Him or suffer the consequences of departing. We are in need today of
returning to the practice of scriptural worsHifReturn to Me,’ says the Lord of hosts, ‘and | will return

to you™ (Zech. 1:3).

When the word worship is found in Scripture, it means essentially the same thing in both the Old and
New testaments. In the Old Testament, two words are predominantly sisedtalhh and abad Abad
connotes the idea of work, bond-service, labor, or general service, which is a form of wsisleipah
means to prostrate oneself, to bow down or stoop before the one you are worshiping. In the New
Testament the primary word used for worshiptieskuneoand means essentially the same thing: to
crouch, to prostate oneself in homage, to reverence and adore, with the added picture of “kissing the
hand.”

Throughout the Old Testament we find people bowing in worship. Young David bowed before King
Saul. In Joseph’s dream, he saw his brothers’ sheaves bowing down before hiSvtsssd ... bowed
his head toward the earth, and worshipegdExodus. 34:8). According to Scripture, then, worship must
necessarily involve a bowing, specifically a bowing of the heart before our God.

As wonderful and important as music_is, the truth is we don’t have to have music to war&nip,
we have no record of music during much of the private or corporate worship recorded in Scripture. Music
can be and often is a part of worship, but it is not fundamentally necessary. In much of the Western
Church today, music has become overly important. To many, worship is music, and music is worship, and
many worship music.




SEPTEMBER SERVING SCHEDULE

Table Preparation: Wes Hampton
Front Porch Caller: Betty Tompkins
Ushers Rod Kimball and Tom Reline

DATE: September 5

Worship Leader:

Elders: Offertory —Georgia Pounder€ommunion —Mike Pounders
Deacons Wes Hampton, Susan Hampton, Tyler Hampton and Don Cagle
Children’s Church: Ann Berry

DATE: September 12

Worship Leader:

Elders: Offertory —Betty TompkinsCommunion — Lisa Vest
Deacons Doyle Phillips, Kelly Phillips, Sarah Vest and Scott Vest
Children’s Church: Joy Cagle

DATE: September 19

Worship Leader: Doyle Phillips

Elders: Offertory — Ron FlowersCommunion — Anita Norman

Deacons Gary McSorley, Louise McSorley, Katie Ferguson and Cheryl Ferguson
Children’s Church: Jean Jenkins

DATE: September 26

Worship Leader: Kim Scott

Elders: Offertory —Jimmie BirdsongCommunion — Reg Mikesell
Deacons Joy Cagle, Kim Scott, Jean Jenkins and Peggy Griffin
Children’s Church: Anita Norman

Church
Calendar

If you plan to use the Church facilities for any function, please contact the Church office to
reserve your time and space on the calendar to help avoid conflicts with other activities.



